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The key concepts associated with learning and the recognition of
learning, as well as the level at which learning is recognized, are com-
plex and for the most part highly contextual. What is meant by
‘learning outcome’, ‘skill’, ‘competence’ or even ‘knowledge’ in
one country or region is often different from, though related to, the
use of the terms in another country or region. This complexity per-
meates the language of qualifications frameworks, despite the strong
underlying intrinsic intent of qualifications frameworks to promote



common national and regional nomenclature. This situation is partly
a result of the origins of qualifications frameworks. They emerged
from two complementary education and training discourses
in the late 1980s: the competence approach to vocational
education, and the shift to learning outcomes, embedded
within the broader concept of lifelong learning. As a result,
the interrelationship between competences and learning outcomes was
not only firmly embedded in qualifications framework thinking from
the very outset, but was also used in a hybridized form. The emer-
gence of workbased learning as a central tenet of skills development
in recent years, and the strong emphasis on a knowledge-based soci-
ety, have also influenced the understandings and applications of the
concepts.
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